CHAPTER VI

1923: A YEAR OF PROGRESS

The dogs bark, bni the caravan passes on.

THE year 1923, which was to be fruitful in the
history of Egypt's political development, opened
under  unfavourable  auspices.    Allenby's  three
main difficulties were still unrelieved.  The Sudan clauses
had not been satisfactorily amended; the shadow of
the Robson murder hung over the relations between
Egyptians and British and between the British commu-
nity in Cairo and the Residency; the King was unre-
pentant and determined to block any Constitution that
did not give him a considerable measure of autocracy.
A mass meeting of the British in Cairo was held at
Shepheard's Hotel on January 2 to protest against the
continuance of the murder campaign and to demand
strong measures of repression. Allenby had already
informed the Prime Minister that martial law would not
be abolished so long as such attacks continued^ that an
indemnity must be paid to the widow, and that police
protection must be strengthened; meanwhile British
cavalry would again patrol the streets.
At the beginning of February the matter of the
Sudan clauses came to a head. Finding King Fuad
persistent that he should be styled King of the Sudan,
Allenby was compelled to seek an audience of him to
insist that the point of view of the British Government
must be observed. After exercising for more than twenty-
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